The postnatal development of body and testis weight and the size of the testicular cell populations were studied in CBA mice up to day 52 post partum. The 
Introduction
The proliferative activity of the types of testicular cell during development has been the subject of a number of studies. Most of the data on this subject have been obtained in rats and have often concerned germ cells and Sertoli cells (Sapsford, 1962; Steinberger and Steinberger, 1971; Orth, 1982; Kluin et al, 1984) ; only a few have dealt with the interstitial cell types (Baillie, 1961; Hardy et al, 1989) . We described the proliferative activity of various types of cell in the developing mouse testis (Vergouwen et al, 1991) . Spermatogenesis was found to start at the day of birth. The first A spermatogonia could be recognized at day 3 post partum and these cells were actively proliferating. The (Mancini et al, 1963; Hooker, 1970; Teerds et al, 1987) .
The changes in population size of A spermatogonia, Sertoli cells and interstitial cell types were studied between days 3 and 50 post partum in mice, using a stereological method called the disector method (Sterio, 1984) . This method proved to be very useful for a reliable determination of numbers of cells in the immature (Hardy et al, 1989) and mature testis (Mendis-Handagama et al, 1989; Keeney and Ewing, 1990 3, 11, 18, 21, 25, 28, 31, 35, 36, 43 (Fig. 2d-f ).
On day 3 the Sertoli cells showed an immature morphology (Fig. 2a) . Their nuclei were droplet shaped and showed several nucleoli. By day 18, the Sertoli cells were morphologically mature, which was indicated by the appearance of the character¬ istic tripartite nucleolus. The number of Sertoli cells per tubular cross-section seemed to decrease after day 18 (Fig. 2b-f (Fig. 2c) . From day 25 onwards the Leydig cell was the predominant cell type in the interstitium (Fig. 2d-f) .
Number of cells
The number of A spermatogonia per testis increased significantly from 0.2 x IO5 at day 3 to about 6.0 x 10s cells per testis after day 25 (Fig. 3a) (Fig. 3a) (Fig. 3b) (Fig. 3b) (Fig. 3c) (Fig. 3d) .
The total number of interstitial cells per testis showed a significant increase from almost 4 10s on day 3 to about 35 x 105 after day 31 (Fig. 4) (Mancini et al, 1963; Hooker, 1970; Lording and deKretser, 1972; Gondos et al, 1977; Van Straaten and Wensing, 1978; Wartenberg, 1981; Teerds el al, 1987; Hardy et al, 1989 Leeson, 1963; Ross, 1967) showing a very low proliferative activity (Vergouwen et al, 1991 
